
Alabama High School Athletic Association Eligibility Rules 
What Every Parent Should Know 

*This document highlights some of the major AHSAA eligibility rules. It is important to 
understand that these are general statements only and do not include all the details that may 
be involved in any specific eligibility question. 
If you have any questions or need further explanation of details and exceptions, see 
your school’s principal, athletic director or head coach. If an official ruling from AHSAA 
is necessary, your school must make a request. 
 
 
What every parent should know about the Home Rule: 

– A student is eligible at his/her home school at the beginning of the school 
year.  

– The home school is an AHSAA-member school that serves the area where the 
parents reside. 

– Even though parents may move to an address that does not serve the school 
where a student is attending, the student may remain eligible at that school. 

– Students entering the seventh grade for the first time are eligible where they 
enroll, regardless of school zone and/or residence. 

 
What every parent should know about the Transfer Rule: 

– A student who is enrolled in one school then leaves and enrolls in another 
school at any time after beginning the seventh grade is a transfer. 

– A student who attends a school outside of his/her home school district must 
attend that school for one full calendar year in order to establish athletic 
eligibility. 

– If a student is currently attending Gulf Shores and completes the school year, 
then GS has already been established as their home school.  

– Before transferring from one school to another, always check AHSAA 
eligibility rules. 

 
What every parent should know about the Bona Fide Move Rule: 

– A transfer student whose parents make a bona fide move is eligible at the 
member school that serves the area where his/her parents reside if all other 
requirements are met. 

– If the family making the bona fide move remains at the new residence for less 
than nine months, the student becomes ineligible there on the day the family 
leaves the attendance zone of the new school. 

 
What every parent should know about Overlapping School Zones: 

– A student, whose parents reside in an area served by more than one school, 
lives in the school zone of each school, thus lives in overlapping school zones. 

– A student who changes schools within overlapping school zones is ineligible 
for one year at the new school. 

 
AHSAA By-laws can be found at www.ahsaa.com 

http://www.ahsaa.com/


 


